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It has been reported to me that both Air Force and our own 
interest in the security aspects of the WS-117L program have resulted in 
an improved situation and a general tightening up. However, in 
this connection, articles which appear in news media referring to 
WS-117L cause me continuing concern. While I recognize that we are 

f 

not responsible for nor can we control the skillful, speculative 
probing of good technical reporters, we must nevertheless do our very 
best to prevent the exposure of the highly sensitive projects in 
which we are engaged. In this connection, one of the moat alarming 
aspects is the frequency with which speculation appears relative to 
"Sky Spies." Since it has now been released openly that the T3ior 
boosted portion of our program (now called DISCOVERER) is oriented 
to serve other valid objectives, it appears that- our security problem 
can be divided into two portions which may make their solution 

3caewhat easier. 
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equijmeat of worthwhile resolving power, within required weight and 
apace linltationa, which will produce results of significant value 
in the tine period ww both have in wind. 

We have, therefore, discouraged the specific proposals that have 
cocas our way and request that you do the cause. An added reason for 
this hind of action (which, of course, ve cannot use when talking to 
those Making such proposals) is that the complication of a 
reconnaissance Mission added to the already sensitive nature of seme 
of the Thor -boos ted shots could cause unsol vable complications . 

We would, of course, be Interested in hearing free you on an 
informal basis as to your evaluation of the feasibility of any such 
proposals if they seem applicable in the years to conn. 
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photographic reconnaissance proposals. 

As you are aware m s«3s a fairly extensive study of the general 
re<juiressent for m early satellite reconnaissance capability and 
of the technical possibility of meeting the necessary users requirements, 

< f 

and that as a result the Thor reconnaissance program urns cancelled. 

Vs similarly have been approached recently by individuals , 
possibly from the same sources, who have advanced Ideas similar to 
the pun you mentioned in your letter. As a result we here caused 

a quitk re»essestmeat of the situation to be made by a very highly 

* . i ' " ■ ■ ' ..'-i ■'■■■ 

^iilUltd ad hoc ocmmittee headed by Sr. Bdutm Land. Because of - •>, • 

both technological and political security problems, this study has 

4 i. 

been made without very much fanfare. However, Its results were such 
as to ooovlnoa us that it Is not really possible to construct camera 
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\fqn will littsdl alaly reoogalse # these proposals bear a 
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. , ■' 'Wto.wc« to the spl»*e4»sra progre* which vu ctaoolled la '. 
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March of I$5S* 8ow*ver # those nev proposals do present eo&avhat 
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different and possibly acre attractive capabilities. In all cases 


they are linked to a Thor-boosted capability since ve bavo aarte the 
companies cocscemed realise that an Atlas-boosted operational 

t 

capability prior to the regularly programed data-llnk aysten is 

.. .*»*.* i\ ■ , 

Cut of the question. 

4 * 

As I have Indicated previously, I would like to have' your fatuir&l 

t^V ’• j v . . 1 

reaction to these kinds of proposals. 
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This letter confirm* and extends to iom extent tbt remarks 
I reoently mate to you. It has beccaee relatively cannon knowledge 
in portions of industry that the reconnaissance ays tea proposed 


for 3entry. Involves the transmission by electrical means of 
information collected by a relatively long lived satellite. 


In General i it has not (been) difficult to deduce the tine 
scales involved and the period within which we would have progressed 
a significant capability. 

As a result of the shore situation and as a result of the DI3CWSRSR 
sanounecacat, we hare bean approached, rather privately, by a couple 
of concerns who would like to provide satellite payloads consisting of 
recoverable centres. The basic notion Is that they can fill a gap 
prior to the tine at which the data-link ays tea can be operational. 

*2hey speak of other advantages which they believe attractive as veil. 
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has aroused public sentiment ia this country sad abroad. to the 
extent that Its use vlU appear as a threatening and unpecceful 
gesture. Most press speculation cultivates such fear. It is, 
therefore, encumbent upon us that ve be no re than usually careful In 


security provisions applicable to our SENTRY payloads. 


The above thougats ar * Important to us at Lockheed not only 

tram a national interest point of view but also for atrictly corporate 
re as otts. We can be proud of our performance in the past relative 
to especially secure programs. We wish to cultivate to the fiw xlwnp i 
extant possible a reputation for handling such programs with the greatest 
lleoretica and with a maximum degree of real security. A a you tower 

*v • t,, '***.,'. . . ' . ■ . 

.■<■■■'• 

this fa a difficult thing to do in the aviation industry cad a 

. . ‘ ‘ - - i 

reputation of this kind will be relatively unique and will aid us ia 
further work of aay kind requiring these qualifications . 

Will you insure that these cautions are passed on to the key 
personnel in the Z A branch? 
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A* 700 end a limited number of other people are aware, there 
are seme payload* la the DISCOVERER program which are quite sensitive 
and have to do with the all It ary exploitation of space capabilities* 
for objectives other than reconnaissance. We need to bear continuously 
In Bind that we and the Air Force run the risk of haring the DISCOVERER 
program drastically interf erred with or reduced if idle speculation 
causes apprehension by those who have authorised the sensitive payloads 
that their real purpose nay be politically unachievable through 
association in the public mind with a recoanalssance objective. 

As to the SENTRY series, it is conmonly accepted by the news 
media (although without official basis) that its purpose is reconnaissance. 
Your key people should recognize that the security problem surrounding 
the nation's first reconnaissance efforts with satellites are not only 
military but political. Even though we may have a technically 
perfected system, we may not be permitted to use it if idle speculation 
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